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New chance for peace

One month and ten days after the popular rejection of the peace agreement signed
on September 26, based on intense discussions with the political leaders of the “No”
campaign, the Colombian government and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC) reached new consensus. At the beginning of the month, President Juan Manuel
Santos announced the delegations were entering a “ ”, so that the
renegotiation could be concluded by the end of November. On the 8" of November, Santos

”

confirmed that the parties had achieved “ , observing that “

On November 12, by means of the , the parties announced a new
agreement and its imminent publication for public consultation. In his ,
President Santos thanked the social sectors involved in the renegotiation and observed
that, of the 57 topics selected from hundreds of proposals received, 56 were modified in
the agreement. After praising the original agreement and clarifying the main modifications
it suffered, Santos stated that he recognized with humility that “

”. Ilvan Marquez, lead negotiator of FARC, said that this is the “

”and said that the guerrilla group had given in “

”. In line with
the reiterated international and regional support for the peace process, various actors
that success (some official statements below).

The publication of the triggered a series of of the
fundamental differences between the two agreements. Three principal points of
adaptation deserve to be highlighted: (i) the transitional justice and the agreement on
victims; (ii) the legal reception of the agreements; (iii) the gender focus. The point about
justice and victims suffered some changes, among which is a larger specification of the
liberty restrictions to be applied by sentences imposed on perpetrators. The Special
Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP) had its scope somewhat reduced and more subjected to the
Colombian legal system. The current agreement, moreover, is more rigorous in relation to
the “responsibility of command” for war crimes, and excludes from the transitional justice
system those who committed crimes envisaging personal enrichment — which will permit,
for example, the imposition of longer sentences to perpetrators of via
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common justice. It was decided, finally, that all the possessions of the guerrilla army will
be taken into inventory and destined for the payment of reparations to victims of the
conflict.

The legal reception of the agreements, which originally guaranteed them the status
of international agreement and protected them from eventual legislative changes, was also
adapted. The fear of FARC in respect to the vulnerability of the agreements to future
political oscillations was the principal reason for this change of method. After opposition
protests, however, the new agreement will give constitutional status only to the clauses
referring to human rights and international humanitarian law.

The focus on gender — source of much controversy during the campaign of the
referendum and the renegotiation process ( ) — received adjustments of
language to comply with demands from both religious, conservative sectors and LGBT
groups. The new accord says (p. 192):

”. Days before the publication of the
text, President Santos was already trying to disassociate the agreement from this
controversy and differentiate the focus of gender from the so-called “gender theory”
boasted by the opposition, stating also that “

”

Despite signs sent by the Centro Democrdtico party that it may request additional

alterations to the agreement, Santos was emphatic that
. Once more, the eyes of Colombians turned to the President — not

only because of the decision pending about the form of referendum to be used for the new
agreement, but also, recently, because of his trip to the United States to have
Santos must choose between : (i) the holding of a second
referendum, which seems unlikely at this point; (ii) a vote in Congress, where the
government has a majority; or (iii) a local endorsement process (cabildos abiertos) with
citizen participation. Despite the swift conclusion of the new agreement, the government
is still running in a race against time — this year's congressional activities will end on
December 16 and, on November 16, by the Armed Forces in the
department of Bolivar raised tensions and exposed the fragility of the current cease-fire.
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Alocucion del Presidente Juan Manuel Santos sobre nuevo acuerdo de paz. (12/11/16):

% FARC-EP
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Venezuela

Negotiation and mediation of political conflict

Venezuelans are witnessing a delicate dialogue between the Venezuelan
government and the opposition. Following the talks on October 30 and 31 ( ),
the envoy of the Vatican to Venezuela, Monsignor Claudio Maria Celli, in an interview with
the Argentine newspaper La Nacidn, stated that " !
and reiterated that the two sides of the negotiation are aware that it is necessary to choose
between "the way of violence and the way of dialogue". However, Monsignor Celli
expressed concern when he stated that "

Despite the , on November 11 the second round of
negotiations between the government and the opposition took place. The dialogue was
seen by many as , and culminated with the decision of new guidelines for specific

areas. In the socio-economic field, government and opposition

and decided to prioritize the adoption of measures for the supply of drugs and food. In the
political sphere, both parties will seek to overcome the tensions between the National
Assembly and the High Court of Justice and will strive to jointly decide, with the

6
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government and the opposition, the two new representatives of the National Electoral
Council (CNE) of Venezuela. In the context of national sovereignty and territorial integrity,
both the government and the opposition affirmed, through a unanimous decision, the
concern with the defense of the legitimate and inalienable rights of Venezuela against the
territory of Guyana Essequiba.

Furthermore, it was decided that a governor for each party involved in the process
will be appointed. Representatives of the main sectors of society will also be invited.
Another important element was the establishment of a Follow-up Commission to give
continuity to the process. This commission will be coordinated by the ex-President of Spain,
José Luis Zapatero, and will include the participation of a member of the government —
Jorge Rodriguez —and a member of the opposition — Luis Aquiles Moreno, member of the
Table of Democratic Unity party (MUD).

At the end of the meeting, the government and the opposition of Venezuela read
and ratified together the joint statement “ ”. In the document, the parties
commit themselves to restricting disputes only to the democratic sphere, to overcoming
the economic difficulties faced by the country, and to thinking about a new joint effort of
“ ”. The next phase of negotiations
will take place on December 6 and the parties involved in the dialogue have until this date
to achieve their sides of the agreement. The process was received positively by the
Secretary General of the Organisation of American States (OEA), Luis Almagro, who
understands “

”. The support of the OEA was also given by way of a note to the Permanent
Council of the institution, which made itself available to “ ",
However, the process has not been immune to criticism. The non-governmental
organization PROVEA stated that “

”

Other political, social and economic themes also received attention in the media in
recent weeks. The non-governmental organization Amnesty International accused the
Venezuelan government of denying medical treatment to an opposition leader, Rosmit
Mantilla. Mantilla is a member of the Venezuelan parliament and a human rights activist.
Detained in Caracas, the activist needs medical care. According to the Director for the
Americas of the organization,

”. Amnesty International stressed that not providing health care to imprisoned
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persons may “violate the absolute prohibition on torture and other cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatments”.

Another decision of the Venezuelan government which drew attention was the
extension of the state of emergency. President Nicoldas Maduro extended it, and the state
of economic emergency, for the fifth time. The announcement of the extension was made
during Maduro's weekly program, when he said that such a decision allows the president
to . During this period of
exceptionality, Maduro can use state resources without the need for Parliament's control
and is also free to restrict the financial system and access to local or foreign currency in
the manner he deems most appropriate. However, the question is

. On November 15, the National
Assembly disapproved of the extension of Decree 2,548, responsible for the state of
emergency.

In addition to the above case, the Superior Court of Justice (TSJ) of Venezuela has
stated that the National Assembly is prohibited from acting against the Constitution. In
addition, the TSJ has prohibited any type of "

" Decree 948 was not well received

by the opposition, which stated that the document hurts the "
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(14/11/16):

10


https://goo.gl/q1DuyG
https://goo.gl/lyywKZ
https://goo.gl/4vVZhG
https://goo.gl/TfQ3yV

About the Radar

The GSUM Radar is a biweekly monitoring platform of the current Latin American conflicts.
(Translation: Alec O’'Donoghue)

n Follow us on Facebook! www.bricspolicycenter.org/gsum | gsum@bricspolicycenter.org

BRICS Policy Center Centro de Estudos e Pesquisas - BRICS
63 Dona Mariana St — Botafogo — Rio de Janeiro / RJ
Phone number: (21) 2535-0447 | CEP/ZIP CODE: 22280-020
www.bricspolicycenter.org | bpc@bricspolicycenter.org

® i)

= K ACNPq @FAPERJ

de Relagoes PU NO RWE GIAN EMBASSY Fundacéao Carlos Chagas Filho de Amparo

Internacionais =15 Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento @ Pesquisa do Estado do Rio de Janeiro
Cientifico e Tecnoldgico



http://www.bricspolicycenter.org/gsum
mailto:gsum@bricspolicycenter.org
http://www.bricspolicycenter.org/
mailto:bpc@bricspolicycenter.org
https://www.facebook.com/Global-South-Unit-for-Mediation-GSUM-339645829566631/

