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From Havana to Bogota

In the last weeks, the Colombian peace process made further advancements in
Havana and remained a topic of intense debate in Bogota. The movement for popular
approval and implementation of the deals gained impulse in Colombia, in a way that the
High Commissioner for Peace, Sergio Jaramillo, recently declared that "

", Virginia Bouvier ( ) similarly affirmed that "

".In the Cuban capital, the delegations agreed to further detail the commitments
to the maintenance of the truce; advanced in the elaboration of the statute for political
opposition; and released the criteria for choosing members of special justice for peace. In
Colombia, besides the polarized proceeding of the debate around the plebiscite, there
were a series of technical visits to the guerilla's future zones of concentration.

On August 5, the delegations released, through the ,
to the deal about the end of the conflict announced on June 23 (

). The documents describe in detail how the mission for monitoring and verifying the
ceasefire will happen, and determine 36 commitments to guarantee the implementation
of deals and the respect to the rights and freedoms of the civil population involved.
Although the preparations for the UN's verifying mission are in an advanced stage, its work

will only begin

A few days later, on August 9, the table the nomination of

, Sergio de Zubiria and Pablo Julio Cruz, to the Commission in charge of

elaborating the statute of the political opposition. Zubiria is a historian and at the
University of Los Andes and a previous member of

called by the table in August 2014, and Cruz is a specialist in constitutional

law and former Dean of Law in the Autonomous University of Colombia. The creation of

this commission was a commitment made by the parts in the occasion of the closure of the

deal about political participation, made in November 2013. According to the " !

journal, there are already drafts of the statuary law, that shall be examined by the Congress

in a "fast track" regime after an eventual approval of the deals by popular vote.

In the end, the negotiators were also successful in stipulating the
for the magistrates that will compose the Tribunal of Peace, which was one of the doubts
on the deal about justice and the victims. On August 12, then, an invitation for


http://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/llano-7-dias/zonas-de-ubicacion-en-el-meta/16668507
http://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/llano-7-dias/zonas-de-ubicacion-en-el-meta/16668507
https://www.usip.org/
https://vbouvier.wordpress.com/2016/08/17/peace-talks-resume-following-new-agreements-and-preparations-for-ceasefire/
https://vbouvier.wordpress.com/2016/08/17/peace-talks-resume-following-new-agreements-and-preparations-for-ceasefire/
https://vbouvier.wordpress.com/2016/08/17/peace-talks-resume-following-new-agreements-and-preparations-for-ceasefire/
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/sites/default/files/comunicado-conjunto-83-la-habana-cuba-5-de-agosto-de-2016-1470420396.pdf
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/documentos/borradores
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/documentos/borradores
http://bricspolicycenter.org/homolog/publicacoes/interna/7145
http://bricspolicycenter.org/homolog/publicacoes/interna/7145
https://vbouvier.wordpress.com/2016/08/17/peace-talks-resume-following-new-agreements-and-preparations-for-ceasefire/
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/sites/default/files/comunicado-conjunto-84-la-habana-cuba-9-de-agosto-de-2016-1470756858.pdf
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/academicos-en-comision-que-elaborara-estatuto-de-la-oposicion/16669626
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/academicos-en-comision-que-elaborara-estatuto-de-la-oposicion/16669626
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/sites/default/files/Informe%20Comisi_n%20Hist_rica%20del%20Conflicto%20y%20sus%20V_ctimas.%20La%20Habana%2C%20Febrero%20de%202015.pdf
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/sites/default/files/Informe%20Comisi_n%20Hist_rica%20del%20Conflicto%20y%20sus%20V_ctimas.%20La%20Habana%2C%20Febrero%20de%202015.pdf
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/academicos-en-comision-que-elaborara-estatuto-de-la-oposicion/16669626
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/comunicados/comunicado-conjunto-88-la-habana-cuba-12-de-agosto-de-2016
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/paz/papa-y-secretario-de-onu-llamados-elegir-magistrados-de-articulo-648760
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, to integrate the committee to select
magistrates, became public. In case they accept it, they will be accompanied on this task
by the Criminal Division of the Supreme Court, by the International Center for Transitional
Justice (ICTJ) and by the Permanent Commission of the University System of the State.
Besides the agents of selection, the negotiations table also defined the to
be filled by potential judges.

While in Havana the walk towards the final deals continues, Colombia is divided
between the preparations for the implementation and the heated choice between the
"ves" and the "no" on the final deals. Between August 9 and 14,

provided an up close configuration of these
territories for the UN's mission of verification and monitoring. The visits had the support
of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and were integrated by members
of the government; the FARC; the Police; the Armed Forces; international observers of the
UN mission; delegates of the guaranteeing countries; and local mayors and governors.

The polarization that the Colombian society has been going through, on the other

hand, is emulated by the engaged in the campaign:
while Cesar Gaviria and positioned themselves in favor of President Juan
Manuel Santos and the peace process, Alvaro Uribe and continued to

defend the decline of the deals by the population. The recently released research on vote
intention presented inconsistent results. The " " released by the "Semana",
shows the "no" ahead with 50% of the vote intentions, versus 39% of the "yes", with 11%
of indecision. A research from " "ordered by "El Tiempo", on the other hand, points
arecovery from the "yes" in relation with previous researches, that would now accumulate
33.7% of the votes, while the "no" would have 32.4% of the vote intentions. Specialists
attribute the rejection of the deals by the population to it

, whose administration has a 76% disapproval rate. Juanita Ledn, da
SillaVacia, believes that Santos is the "ballast" of the "yes" campaign, arguing at the same
time, that "

Sources:

o LA SILLA VACIA. “Santos: el lastre del Si”. (08/08/2016):

o SEMANA. “Gran encuesta: Colombia opina”. (06/08/2016):

e EL TIEMPO. “Opcidn del 'si" al plebiscito gana terreno en sondeo”. (11/08/2016):

e SEMANA. “Ideologia de género: una estrategia para ganar adeptos por el "No" al plebiscito”. (17/08/2016):

o INFOLATAM. “Colombianos rechazarian acuerdos de paz con las FARC en plebiscito”. (08/08/2016):


http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/paz/papa-y-secretario-de-onu-llamados-elegir-magistrados-de-articulo-648760
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/comunicados/comunicado-conjunto-88-la-habana-cuba-12-de-agosto-de-2016
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/comunicados/comunicado-conjunto-91-villavicencio-meta-14-de-agosto-de-2016
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/comunicados/comunicado-conjunto-91-villavicencio-meta-14-de-agosto-de-2016
http://www.infolatam.com/2016/08/18/el-plebiscito-se-convierte-en-un-campo-de-batalla-para-los-expresidentes-colombianos/
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/nacional/espaldarazo-de-belisario-betancur-campana-el-si-el-pleb-articulo-649871
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/plebiscito-agarron-entre-gaviria-y-pastrana-/16676449
http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/plebisicito-por-la-paz-50-votaran-no/484824
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/encuesta-de-datexco-sobre-plebiscito-por-la-paz/16671117
http://lasillavacia.com/historia/santos-el-lastre-del-si-57368
http://lasillavacia.com/historia/santos-el-lastre-del-si-57368
http://lasillavacia.com/historia/santos-el-lastre-del-si-57368
http://lasillavacia.com/historia/santos-el-lastre-del-si-57368
http://goo.gl/psDmwB
http://goo.gl/P4KvdT
http://goo.gl/pUlgUS
http://goo.gl/ApP2tq
http://goo.gl/EBYiub
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e EL ESPECTADOR. “Sergio De Zubiria y Pablo Julio Cruz, los delegados de la mesa para el estatuto de oposicion”. (09/08/2016):

o INFOLATAM. “Renegociar puntos del acuerdo con las FARC seria un error, dice De la Calle”. (16/08/2016):

EL TIEMPO. “El Ejército tendrd 5.000 hombres con alta tecnologia para desminar”. (07/08/2016):
COLOMBIA CALLS. “Peace Talks Resume following New Agreements and Preparations for Ceasefire”. (17/08/2016):
SEMANA. “Las claves del anuncio que hardn el Gobierno y las FARC este viernes”. (04/08/2016):

o INFOLATAM. “Aprobacién de Santos es del 25 % al cumplir seis afios en la Presidencia”. (07/08/2016):
e ELTIEMPO. “Tercera parte de puntos de ubicacidn de las Farc ya fueron visitados*”. (10/08/2016):
e EL ESPECTADOR. “En el Meta arrancan visitas técnicas del sistema de verificacion de paz”. (07/08/2016):

o INFOLATAM. “Santos reitera que zonas donde se reunirdn FARC no afectarén vida colombianos”. (17/08/2016):

e EL ESPECTADOR. “Gobierno y Farc anuncian protocolo de dejacién de armas y cese al fuego bilateral”. (05/08/2016):

< Centro de Estudios sobre Seguridad y Drogas
Revealing the preferences of the FARC. (05/16):

< La Silla Vacia
La férmula desmenuzada para armar el Tribunal de Paz. (12/08/16):

El precio del Si. (16/08/16):

< Fundacion Ideas para la Paz
Los magistrados de la paz. (12/08/16):

Amnistia y dejacion de armas: dantes o después de la refrendacion? (15/08/16):

< Human Rights Watch
Colombia: Sexual Violence By FARC Guerrillas Exposed. (11/08/16):

< FARC-EP
Protocolos para avanzar hacia el Acuerdo Final. (05/08/16):

Hacia una nueva Jurisdiccion para la Paz de Colombia. (12/08/16):


http://goo.gl/2F8GbB
http://goo.gl/tR51EZ
http://goo.gl/uLBEXa
https://goo.gl/3Hn0x0
http://goo.gl/iK1Wp1
http://goo.gl/HlMFtQ
http://goo.gl/2j1AWl
http://goo.gl/VYwy5K
http://goo.gl/99SqRh
http://goo.gl/jc7ecN
https://goo.gl/x9t0B9
http://goo.gl/Zo0ksk
http://goo.gl/aCktRe
http://goo.gl/w2wuew
http://goo.gl/h4JLtq
https://goo.gl/kBEoCb
http://goo.gl/vNsBaU
http://goo.gl/VUDjCm
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% Presidencia de Colombia

Alocucion presidencial al cumplir los 6 afios de Gobierno. (08/08/16):

< Mesa de Conversaciones
Comunicado Conjunto #83. (05/08/16):
Comunicado Conjunto #84. (09/08/16):
(12/08/16):
Comunicado Conjunto #91. (14/08/16):

Comunicado Conjunto #88.

Gradual reopening and dialog

The last two weeks were outstanding for the relations between Venezuela and
Colombia. At the ending of the Colombia-Venezuela Bi-national Meeting, on August 11,

starting on August 13.
In the beginning, the opening will happen in five points of pedestrian crossing and the
movement will be allowed between 6am and 9pm. This event marks the reopening of the
border after its closure on August 19, 2015, due to paramilitary threats, as claimed by the
Venezuelan president.

"in a gradual way, the
opening will be initiated with the liberation of the border for people. For that, a document
of border facilitation will be expedited, this document will be expedited so that the
inhabitants of the border can easily move around, but there is also control of who goes in
and out".

According to the organization "Migracion Colombia",

. This movement is largely due to the purchase of products that are hard to get,
or do not exist, in Venezuela, one of the consequences of the current situation of shortage
of goods.

Sources:

e THE NEW YORK TIMES. “Venezuelans Cross Reopened Border to Colombia for food, medicine”. (13/08/2016):


http://goo.gl/6cOuIv
https://goo.gl/SAMqbv
https://goo.gl/iZxge6
https://goo.gl/D0Jby6
https://goo.gl/31wjDS
http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2016/08/13/world/americas/13reuters-venezuela-colombia-border.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2016/08/13/world/americas/13reuters-venezuela-colombia-border.html?_r=0
http://es.presidencia.gov.co/discursos/160811-Declaracion-Presidente-Juan-Manuel-Santos-al-termino-del-Encuentro-Binacional-Colombia-Venezuela
http://es.presidencia.gov.co/sitios/busqueda/noticia/160813-Mas-de-28-mil-personas-se-movieron-entre-Colombia-y-Venezuela-en-las-primeras-horas-de-reapertura-de-la-frontera-informo-Migracion-Colombia/Noticia
http://es.presidencia.gov.co/sitios/busqueda/noticia/160813-Mas-de-28-mil-personas-se-movieron-entre-Colombia-y-Venezuela-en-las-primeras-horas-de-reapertura-de-la-frontera-informo-Migracion-Colombia/Noticia
http://es.presidencia.gov.co/sitios/busqueda/noticia/160813-Mas-de-28-mil-personas-se-movieron-entre-Colombia-y-Venezuela-en-las-primeras-horas-de-reapertura-de-la-frontera-informo-Migracion-Colombia/Noticia
http://goo.gl/d2NHkT
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< Presidency of Colombia

Declaracion del Presidente Juan Manuel Santos al término del Encuentro Binacional
Colombia-Venezuela. (11/08/2016):
< Migraciéon Colombia

Mads de 28 mil personas se movieron entre Colombiay Venezuela en las primeras horas
de reapertura de la frontera, informé Migracion Colombia. (13/08/2016):

Venezuela

Old challenges, new tensions

A theme that gained relevance over the last weeks is the impasse regarding the
presidency of the Common Market of the South (MERCOSUR). After Uruguay stepped
down from the office of pro tempore president of the organization on July 29, Venezuela
steadily took responsibility in presiding the organ.

. On August 13, in a note,
affirmed that Venezuela failed in "fulfilling the commitments made when it signed the
Protocol of Adhesion in 2006", and in this way, would be incapable of presiding the
MERCOSUR. In an interview, acting chancellor, José Serra, said that "

". On top of this delicate situation,
was added a declaration of support to Brazil by one of the leaders of the Venezuelan
opposition, ,and the

On other matters on Venezuela's foreign affairs, on August 16
. In April,
theinstitution determined that Venezuela had to pay 98 million dollars to the Vestey Group
enterprise. This payment is due to the nationalization which occurred in 2005, of some of
the company's farms, located in Venezuela. The country has also tried to show itself active
in the international forums. On August 8,
also tried to
to discuss ways to stabilize the price of petroleum.


http://goo.gl/RzMyvy
http://goo.gl/RzMyvy
http://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/reuters/2016/08/13/governo-brasileiro-diz-que-venezuela-nao-cumpriu-com-clausulas-do-mercosul.htm
http://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/reuters/2016/08/13/governo-brasileiro-diz-que-venezuela-nao-cumpriu-com-clausulas-do-mercosul.htm
http://www.itamaraty.gov.br/pt-BR/notas-a-imprensa/14596-estado-da-implementacao-do-protocolo-de-adesao-da-venezuela-ao-mercosul
https://noticias.terra.com.br/brasil/politica/serra-venezuela-entrou-no-mercosul-por-golpe-e-nao-pode-assumir-a-presidencia,faca9922798110ccd6379560d561cb8e4bqyzhen.html
https://noticias.terra.com.br/brasil/politica/serra-venezuela-entrou-no-mercosul-por-golpe-e-nao-pode-assumir-a-presidencia,faca9922798110ccd6379560d561cb8e4bqyzhen.html
http://goo.gl/E8g8SI
http://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-37103168?ocid=socialflow_facebook
http://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-37103168?ocid=socialflow_facebook
http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2016/08/16/business/16reuters-venezuela-arbitration-vestey.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2016/08/16/business/16reuters-venezuela-arbitration-vestey.html?_r=1
http://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/efe/2016/08/08/cupula-dos-nao-alinhados-e-confirmada-para-setembro-na-venezuela.htm
http://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/efe/2016/08/08/cupula-dos-nao-alinhados-e-confirmada-para-setembro-na-venezuela.htm
http://economia.uol.com.br/noticias/afp/2016/08/04/venezuela-organiza-reuniao-de-paises-petroleiros-para-estabilizar-precos.htm
http://economia.uol.com.br/noticias/afp/2016/08/04/venezuela-organiza-reuniao-de-paises-petroleiros-para-estabilizar-precos.htm
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Another issue of international scope was
. The substance would be transported into a
commercial flight of Air France flight airlines. All of them received a sentence of over 22
years of reclusion.

. Under arrest for over 30 months in a military prison, Lopez
had his appeal before the Venezuelan Court denied. This way, his sentence of almost
for setting off violence during the last protests against the current
government remains valid. Several political actors negatively received such decision.
, for example, requested the immediate release of Leopoldo. The
concluded that ratifying the sentence against Lopez is a "new stain
in the tragic history of human rights in the country".
On August 11 it was also released a document where 15 country members of the
Organization of the American States (OAS), among them Brazil, the USA and Mexico,

. The group of 15 countries asked the Venezuelan
authorities to maintain "the exercise the constitutional rights of the Venezuelan people
and that the remaining steps for the conduction of the presidential recall referendum
proceed without delay in a clear and concrete way, and, that way, contributes to a quick
and effective resolution of the current political, economic and social difficulties of the
country".

The organization released, on August 5, a report
about the current civil and military relations in Venezuela. The text was produced in light
of the appointment of one more military for the Maduro government. This time

, , was nominated as Minister of Interior. In a general
way, the report depicts the current political scenario of the
inserted in a context of a crescent strength gain and strong presence in the public spheres
of the state's control.

The last two weeks were also marked by . Due to the
currently conflicted context of Venezuela, citizens are trying to leave the country heading
to the USA. Sociologist Tomas Pdez affirmed that the two million citizens that left since the
beginning of the "chavismo" is what is called immigration of despair. Together with this
situation, the number of asylum seekers at the USA also increased, currently the number
of solicitants is over 10,221, an increase of 168% when compared to the 3,810 requests
last year.


http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/16/world/americas/ap-lt-venezuela-france-drugs.html
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/08/16/world/americas/ap-lt-venezuela-france-drugs.html
http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2016/08/12/world/americas/12reuters-venezuela-lopez.html
http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2016/08/12/world/americas/12reuters-venezuela-lopez.html
http://exame.abril.com.br/mundo/noticias/venezuela-nao-mudara-pena-de-opositor-preso
http://exame.abril.com.br/mundo/noticias/venezuela-nao-mudara-pena-de-opositor-preso
http://goo.gl/rRdROL
http://goo.gl/rRdROL
http://www.amnistia.ong/profiles/blogs/venezuela-decision-de-ratificar-sentencia-contra-lopez
https://noticias.terra.com.br/membros-da-oea-defendem-referendo-revogatorio-na-venezuela,886c4b40bc0d887e471e02afb62b1f62a8hy1t01.html
https://noticias.terra.com.br/membros-da-oea-defendem-referendo-revogatorio-na-venezuela,886c4b40bc0d887e471e02afb62b1f62a8hy1t01.html
https://noticias.terra.com.br/membros-da-oea-defendem-referendo-revogatorio-na-venezuela,886c4b40bc0d887e471e02afb62b1f62a8hy1t01.html
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/venezuela/slow-motion-coup-venezuela
http://oglobo.globo.com/mundo/general-acusado-de-narcotrafico-nomeado-ministro-por-maduro-19841383
http://oglobo.globo.com/mundo/general-acusado-de-narcotrafico-nomeado-ministro-por-maduro-19841383
http://oglobo.globo.com/mundo/general-acusado-de-narcotrafico-nomeado-ministro-por-maduro-19841383
http://oglobo.globo.com/mundo/na-venezuela-ministro-da-defesa-ganha-poder-dentro-do-chavismo-19898073http:/oglobo.globo.com/mundo/na-venezuela-ministro-da-defesa-ganha-poder-dentro-do-chavismo-19898073
http://oglobo.globo.com/mundo/em-exodo-cubana-venezuelanos-deixam-pais-em-embarcacoes-precarias-1-19898166
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Sources:

e ESTADAO. “Lider da oposicdona Venezuela apoia José Serra sobre impasse no Mercosul”. (17/08/2016): http://go0.gl/E8g8SI

e UOL NOTICIAS. “Governo brasileiro diz que Venezuela ndo cumpriu  com cldusulas do Mercosul”.
(13/08/2016):http://goo.gl/thxpKH.

e BBC. “Como a crise na Venezuela e uma acusagdo de compra de voto azedou a diplomacia Brasil-Uruguai de forma inédita”.
(17/08/2016): http://goo.gl/CoesPk.

e NY TIMES. “Venezuela SeeksAnnulmentof S100 MillionVesteyArbitrationAward” . (16/08/2016): http://goo.gl/wO100q.

e UOL ECONOMIA. “Venezuela organiza reunido de paises petroleiros para estabilizar precos”. (04/08/2016):
http://goo.gl/0bWYpv.

e UOL NOTICIAS. “Cipula dos Ndo-Alinhados é confirmada para setembro na Venezuela”. (08/08/2016): http://g00.gl/sb9NQe.

e NY TIMES. “10 ConvictedandSentenced in Air France CocaineFlight”. (16/08/2016): http://goo.gl/5KJuBp.

o NY TIMES. “Venezuela Court Dismisses Appeal by Opposition Leader Lopez”. (12/08/2016): http://goo.gl/rRAROL.

e EXAME. “Venezuela ndo mudard pena de opositor preso”. (16/08/2016): http://goo.gl/ADZK6I.

e TERRA. “Membros da OEA defendem referendo revogatorio na Venezuela”. (11/08/2016): https://goo.gl/Is8)d).

e O GLOBO. “General acusado de narcotrdfico é nomeado ministro por Maduro”. (02/08/2016): http://goo.gl/3IXyAO.

e O GLOBO. “Na Venezuela, ministro da Defesaganhapoderdentro do chavismo”. (11/08/2016): http://goo.gl/IzH9xN.

e O GLOBO. “Em éxodo a cubana, venezuelanos deixam o pais em embarcagdes precdrias”. (11/08/2016): http://goo.gl/fh5061.

B Reports

< Amnesty International, Venezuela.
Venezuela: Decision de ratificarsentencia contra Ldépez, nuevamancha en
tragicohistorial de derechoshumanos. (13/08/16): http://goo.gl/LLFIfB

< International Crisis Group
Slow-motion Coup in Venezuela?. (05/08/16): https://goo.gl/djAObe

[l Declarations

< Itamaraty

State of Implementation of the Protocol of Adhesion of Venezuela to the MERCOSUR.
(13/08/16): http://goo.gl/mli5ho
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https://goo.gl/ls8JdJ
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About the Radar

The GSUM Radar is a platform for biweekly monitoring of the present conflicts in Latin
America.

n Follow us on Facebook! www.bricspolicycenter.org/gsum | gsum@bricspolicycenter.org
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